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-y One night in 1964, deep in southern Chile; a “| 
? small-group of Peace Cores’ -yolunteers— +) 
}myself: included—sat ’ nervously. around! a- 
Ferackling old radio in an jil-heated, Patagoni- 
‘van, boarding house. =" = 
'* We had gathered to listen to:the-results of. 
: ihe Chilean presidential contest between Sal- i 
fovador -Allende;.the Communist, and Eduardo- 
“Frei, the Christian Democrat. We were: wors* 
fed: Somehow, our litte: band of” idealistic’ 
ing world-savers had become!a campaigry . 


he 


7:31) Fact, since our arrival the year’ before,” 
;swe' hail: been drawn into an unwilling, but. 
Significant, role in ADencs's- campaign’ For; 
“.mioaths he-had laced His speeches with den-: 
“Umciations of Peace Corzs "spies." What if he: 
£ won? ”- Only “half, . jokingiy;Swe: ‘wondered *| 
“ayhether-~we should flee immediately to Ar" 
/ Senea or wait for the Communists to kick us » 
“out ears nia a 
We might have been soared all that worry - 
Sif we-had known what the- Senate Tntel—:) 
<Vigence “Committee “revealed - earlier’ this: 
“ sonth—that the Cencal intelligence Agency*! 
spent 3 million American Gollars to insure 4 
#-Frei's victory: in.that 


ection. Allowing: for: 
“the difference in penvlation between the two . 
rations. that. Sum was then- equivalent to a-, 
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"$60. million Campaign. contribution” in’ the“ 
“United States, and it. was. only the beginning *; 
3.0628 decadeyjcf -American- infiltratian : Into-; 


“ Clean politics. Po Py Mia tee ee oo ail 
~otBut, of course, we didn’t know. In 1964 we: 


-SOi1 believed the maxim that had been reiter~- 


ated throughout. our. Peace Corps training: | 
{\Avericans must stay out-of Chile's political ! 


otter aes 


Sprocess.- Such’ involvement, Cve*were ‘told; 
“would be dangerous and counterpreductive. * 
=" Perhaps. our: willingness: to’, accept: that: 


“warning—and to presume that jt reflected an 
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. But we early Peace Cor 


= Our crusa can, 
“society but to promote.it, There was ever 
“something typically Armerican aboul the con | 
-tract.that set the terms.of our sacrifice..We. | 
would. serve precisely two. years, .wilh free Jj 
medical cate inclided. Radicals we were not. [°*. 
Stl, leftist “critics “were rnistaken when.” 
“they claimed we had simply: founda wham 3 
--bam-thank-you-ma'am: way of: easing our - 
~ liberal guilt. In that innocent-year of 1963.-we'd} 
‘shad no real political consciences, just the ear H 
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“nestuess and simplicity of heart that made us; 
.“8o-well suited to-the Peace Corps.. We board- | 


-.ed the Panagra jet to Chile believing that we: 
«represented not only the resources but also: 
“the good intentions of our government. ¢ 7752 
“» The Chilean people generally received us; 
well. They taught us to appreciate life at a 
‘different..pace, -end - thankfully < accepted. 
whatever we had to offer’: We “took.-only:; 
small steps, setting up a credit union Here, az 
- cooperative nursery school there. \ydauny sy 
.| Then; one day in 1965, news came over our, 
-geratchy radios: that American -treops-;hadi 
-Janded in ‘the Dominican. Republic. --Our: 


Chilean friends began to look at us with the; 


. justifiable ‘paranoia: that ‘unites all Latins 
Americans in the face of Yengui power. They 
cursed us for teasing them into believing that 


Y ?. ‘ - : 
the Peace Corps truly represented’ American 
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